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sl * s2 Crosstabulation
Y Total
.00 1.00
sl No Count 2 1 3
% within 66.7% 33.3% 100.0%
sl
% within 100.0% 6.3% 16.7%
S2
% of Total 11.1% 5.6% 16.7%
Yes Count 0 15 15
% within 0.0% 100.0% 100.0%
sl
% within 0.0% 93.8% 83.3%
Y
% of Total 0.0% 83.3% 83.3%
Total Count 2 16 18
% within 11.1% 88.9% 100.0%
sl
% within 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
s2
% of Total 11.1% 88.9% 100.0%
Symmetric Measures
Value Asymptotic Approximate Approximate
Standard TP Significance
Error?
Measure of Agreement Kapp | .769 218 3.354 .001
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a

N of Valid Cases 18

a. Not assuming the null hypothesis.

b. Using the asymptotic standard error assuming the null hypothesis.
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Abstract

In relation to the importance of branding and sports brand management in human brands, there have been
limited researches, especially in relation to the brand of Iranian female athletes. Therefore, the present research
was conducted in this direction with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the barriers to personal branding of
Iranian professional female athletes. This research was done with qualitative-quantitative method. In the
qualitative part, 12 participants, including experts in personal branding in sports, were selected by purposeful
sampling and a semi-structured interview was conducted with them until theoretical saturation. In the qualitative
part, the cause-effect relationship analysis method (DEMATEL) was used to weight the variables. The statistical
sample in this section included 12 female professional athletes who are members of national teams. The findings
showed the number of open codes (70), obstacles in the form of number (18) of sub-themes including weak
psychological behaviors, poor sports performance, low knowledge of personal branding, lack of targeting,
limitations of content production, lack of external attractiveness, Lack of social responsibility, lack of
validation, lack of establishing a personal business, weak public relations, cultural limitations, weak values and
social belief, weakness and organizational limitations, legal limitations, religious-religious limitations, weakness
Team branding approach, technology weakness, media coverage weakness are categorized in three main themes
including individual, cultural-social and structural in order of priority. According to the results obtained in this
research, the following solutions can be proposed for Iranian female athletes in building a personal brand, such
as media support, broadcasting sports matches, organization support, government support, creating better
conditions for exercising, using the faces of female athletes in advertisements and billboards, changing attitudes
The society suggested reducing the restrictive rules, the activity of the athlete himself, and with these methods,
female athletes can introduce their brand more easily.

Keywords: branding, personal brand, female athletes, professional sports, theme analysis, Dimtel method.
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